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On the twentieth anniversary of CABA v. Christopher, we recognize the 
service of the attorneys:

Ramon A. Abadin
Arturo Alvarez
Cesar L. Alvarez
Francisco R. Angones
Fernando S. Aran
Carlos A. Battle
Juan C. Bermudez
Robert L. Boyer
Tim Bower Rodriguez
Orlando J. Cabrera
Carlos B. Castillo
Carlos A. Castro
Joseph A. Chambrot
Luis A. Cordero
Raul A. Cossio
Fernando C. de Agüero
John L. de Leon
Cristina De Oliveira
Joseph F. Dearing
Rogelio A. del Pino
Renee DeMatteo
Juan G. Diaz
Victor Manuel Diaz, Jr.
Laura A. Dickinson
Maria del Rosario Dominguez
Matias R. Dorta
Elvira A. Escribano
Lazaro Fernandez
Mary-Christy Fisher
Jose R. Garcia-Pedrosa
Jorge F. Gaviria
Juan Carlos Gomez
J. Alberto Gonzalez-Pita
The Honorable Allan L. Gropper
Jorge R. Gutierrez
Eugenio Hernandez
Jorge L. Hernandez-Toraño
Jose R. Iglesia
Frank R. Jimenez
Marcos D. Jimenez
Manuel Kadre
Russell L. King
Joseph P. Klock, Jr.
The Honorable Harold Hongju Koh
Oscar Levin
Jonathan E. Levitsky
Jamie Levitt
Salvador G. Longoria

Jorge A.  Lorenzo
Carlos E. Loumiet
James Lynch
Roberto Martinez
Victor A. Martinez
David B. Massey
Enid D. Mendoza
Julio R. More
Daniyal Mueenuddin
Rene V. Murai
Leopoldo Ochoa
Rafael A. Peñalver, Jr.
Luis A. Perez
Orlando Perez
Maria Elena Prio
Amanda E. Quester
Eduardo I. Rasco
Ramon E. Rasco
Ana Gloria Rivas-Vazquez
Raquel A. Rodriguez
The Honorable 
Lourdes A. Rodriguez-de Jongh

Sheri B. Ross
Ignacio E. Sanchez
Elliot H. Scherker
Jorge A. Sibila
Ana Lourdes Sigler
Michael J. Singer
Clifford Sloan
Anne D. Smith
Osvaldo N. Soto
Ann Marie St. Peter Griffith
James M. Stillwaggon
Henry Suarez
Xavier Suarez
Luis Tirso
Vicente A. Tome
Susan Torres
Virginia M. Trujillo
Steven J. Vainder
Amy Valley Lamotte
Manuel Vazquez
Rosa Martin Vega
Joe Velazquez
Carlos Viana
Wendy R. Weiser

Background

In the summer of 1994, tens of thousands of Cuban refugees boarded 

boats, rafts, and even truck tires in a desperate attempt to leave Cuba 

and come to the United States.  Many died at sea.  Approximately 8,000 

reached South Florida.  The majority of refugees—more than 33,000—were 

picked up by U.S. Coast Guard cutters and brought to the U.S. Naval Base 

at Guantánamo Bay, Cuba, where they lived in tents for a year before 

finally entering the United States.

CABA v. Christopher is the lawsuit filed on the Cuban refugees’ behalf.  A 

large group of attorneys volunteered to represent the refugees pro bono.  

In both the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of Florida and the 

U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit, the attorneys argued for the 

refugees’ due process rights to seek asylum in the United States, to be free 

from indefinite detention, and to be repatriated only with consent and the 

advice of counsel.  


